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often a necessity. His co-operation has to be secured by
suitable prayers and offerings as detailed in the ffasfras.
Offerings to pifrs, family gods and guardian spirits are
followed by suitable boons. All the great religions of the
world assert the truth of these beliefs in supernaturalism and
polytheism. Mythology does not, however, satisfy the religious
yearning. It is no religion at all. It is only a bargain with
the heavenly powers for wealth, progeny and power. The
adoration of a plurality of powers does not meet the demand
of reason for unity. It outrages the intrinsic worth and dignity
of the moral life. In the long run it degenerates into a crude
form of anthropomorphism by which divine powers are in-
vested with human passions. Instead of passion being spirit-
ualized by such a worship, heaven itself becomes humanized.
Besides, the pleasures of Svarga bear the stamp of imper-
manence and are tinged with the possibility of pain. The
walls of the polytheistic heaven are often soiled and sullied
by the pictures of insatiable lust, inordinate thirst for revenge
and abnormal love of power and pride.

Thus reflected Satyakama on the merits of polytheism.
Finding that the gods were themselves in need of redemption,
he was not satisfied with their worship. So he went back
to his guru and narrated all his experiences and reflections.
The teacher smiled graciously and said : "Well, Satyakama,
though the gods wish to please you, you are not pleased with
them. Go back and do your. dharma ordained by the Dharma
S'asfras. The practice of dharma is the only way of securing
supreme happiness. Reflect, realize and return."

Satyakama returned pondering over the teaching of his
master and began to follow it. Gradually, he realized in his life
the truth of the rahasya. Dharma as ritualism derives its Justi-
fication from the need for disciplining the restless and riotous